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MAT THE xxv. e n 


8 


Aud the Ki ing ſhall anſwer, and /a ay unto them, 
" I fay unto you, inaſmuch as ye huve 
done it unto one of the leaft of theſe | my 


| | Brethren, ye have done it unto me. 


UR SavrouR, in the verſes preceding my 

text, repreſents to his Diſciples the proceſs of 

that day When he ſhall judge the world in 
righteouſneſs; i order erſwade them to acts of 
kindneſs and He tells them that the righ- 
teous an? ihe wicked, renretonted by the ſheep and the 
goats, Mall ve ſeparated one from another, the one on 
his right le . ant the other gn his left. Then ſhall 
the King ſay ) 5+ (1 right hand; come, ye bleſſed 
of my Fe. eig don prepared for you from 
the 5 v/ the world, The reaſon of which bleſ- 
ſed ſentence iviiows in the next verſe; For I vas an 
bungred, and ye gute me meat: I was thirfly, and ye 
gave me drink: I was a firanger, and ye took me in: 
naked, and ye cloathed me : I was fel, and ye viſited me: 
e B 1 was 
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T was in Priſon, and ye came unto me. The righteous 
ſurpriz'd as well at the greatneſs of the reward, as the 
reaſon for giving it, ſhall anſwer; Lok p, when ſaw we 


| thee an hungred, and fed thee; or thirſly, and gave thee 


drink? When ſaw we thee à ſtranger, and took thee in; 
ar naked and tloathed thee *. Or qoben ſau wwe thee fick and 
in priſon, and came unto thee? And the King ſhall anſwer 
vnd ſay unto them, verily, J. ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe-my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me: i. e. I look upon what you have 
done for the relief of your ' diſtreſſed fellow /- creatures, 
in my name, as my brethren, in the ſame light as per- 
ſonally done unto me, and will reward jt accordingly. 


Tux catalogue of acts of charity here given us by 
our Saviour, was not intended to exclude ſuch inſtances 
as come not under ſame of the denominations here 
mention'd, but ſtands as a general and comprehenſive 
deſcription of chriſtian benevolence. It may be diffi- 
cult indeed to aſſign any particular inſtance which may 
not be referr'd to ſome one or other of theſe claſſes. 
However, if under any extraordinary circumſtances, or 
in any relation whatever, we have an opportunity of 
relieving our fellow-creatures in their ſpiritual or tem- 
poral wants; tho the act of charity be of ſuch a na- 


ture, 
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ture, as not to come under any of the inſtances recited, 
yet if it is done upon the true chriſtian principle, as to 
the brethren of the Lox D J=svs in affliction, it will, 
equally with the others be eſteem'd as done unto Him. 
hut till, tho' no excluſive privilege can be claim'd 
to theſe particular acts of kindneſs and compaſſion, yet 
by being ſelected to exhibit the ſum of chriſtian duty in 
this reſpect, it is certain that they were high in the 
opinion of our Saviour, and require an attentive regard 
from all his diſciples. How much ſoever we may 
doubt in more intricate caſes, yet in theſe plain in- 
ſtances we are ſo clearly taught, and ſo indiſpenſably 
oblig'd, that we cannot hope to inherit the kingdom 
prepared from the foundation of the world for all 
Cuxrsr's faithful ſervants, unleſs we live in the habi- 
tual practiſe of theſe duties. net 


Mt ROM this Scripture I ſhall take occaſion 5 5 


Fi Rr, to enlarge upon the true orinciple of chriſtian 
betievolence. and ſhew the extent of it; 


g & 


SECONDLY, ſhall apply this babe to the profent 
decaſion. 


> 4 
ow: Tur principle of benevolence taught us by 
CHRIsT is founded on the common relation we all 


B 2 ſtand 
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ſtand in to him, and flows from that gratitude we owe 
bim. A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
ane another ; as 1 have loved you, that ye alſo love one 
another. Belrved, if Gop fo loved us, we ought alſo to 
leve one another. *—Whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one 
F theſe little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of 
a diſciple, verily, I fay unto you, he ſhall no wiſe loſe his 
reward. — Inaſmuch as ye have done it unto the __ of 
theſe my brethren, ye bave done it unto me. 


J Tur principle of doing good to others in theſe | ad 
many other texts of Scripture has relation to CHRIST. 
as having loved and redeem'd Mankind from miſery. 
Our Loxp Jesvs CHRIST is conſider'd in Scripture as 
the Head of his Church; and we are directed to re- 
gard ourſelves as united in one myſtical body under 
Him as our common Head, and of courſe to look upon 
all Men as the immediate Relations of CHRIST Who 
died for us. Thus we are enter'd into new obligations 
of giving all kind of aſſiſtance to our eee 
in diſtreſs. * 205 


In particular, in the portion of Scripture now before 
us, the poor, the naked, the hungry, the tbirſty, the 


* "John xili, 34. > 1 Jeb iv. 11. © Matt, x. 42. 4 Eph. i. 22, 23; / 


1 
Act, and the ffranger are peculiarly ſtil'd the Brethren 


2 Cur1sT ; and we are taught to expect that the relief 
we give to them will be acknowledged as done to our 


Saviour himſelf. 'Yerily, I ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye 


have done it unto one of the leaft of my my brethren, 
DER "35" RY 


" „Tum view in Which Chriſtianity ſets the ſons of af- 
fliction, is a moſt engaging motive to all Chriſtians to 
relieve: them. If our Hearts are warm'd with a ſenſe 
of that Love which hath redeem'd us from miſery * | 
If we have experienced the comfort of being the a- | 
dopted Sons of Gop in CurisT Jesvs, we cannot 
ſarely diſregard that relation wherever it is found. Now 
the poor, the ſick, the naked, and the ſtranger are in a 
peculiar manner related to him: related to him by the 
common benefit of Chriſtianity, and alſo by being like 
him in his outward circumſtances. For he himſelf was 
a; Man of Sorrows and. acquainted with grief, He came 
unto his ,0w0n, and his own. received bim not. He had 
not where to lay bis bead: on purpoſe, as it ſeems, to 
recommend his diſtreſſed brethren to the compaſſionate 
regard of his followers, and to give them the comfort- 
able aſſurance, that they have a claim to relief from all : 
who name the Name of —— As my are veſted | 


1 with 


TS] 
with'the human nature, they are thoſe for whom he 
dlied : and as they are in diſtreſa they ure in an eſperial 
manner his brethren and entitled to the aſſiſtance of 
Chriſtians. Nay, their title is ſo well ſecured, that to 
refuſe it, is to forfeit our own hopes of happineſs In- 
aſmuch as ye did it not to one of the eaſt of those, ye did 
it not to me. - theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
Puniftment. ee Heard e 


Ad to how: us the Extent of W 
as to its Objects, our Saviour in the Parable of the 
wounded Traveller hath explained a term, whicty we 
are apt to confine within too narrow bounds. Every 
man in diſtreſs of whatever Language, Country or Kin- 
dred; is hereby proved to be our Neighbour. Let him 
be ever ſo oppoſſte to us in his eivil or religious Princi 
ples ; ever ſo diſtant in Country, or different in Cuſtoms, 
yet if he fall among thieves, who ſtrip him and wound 
him, it is the Chriſtian's Duty to bind up His wounds, 
to pour in oyl and wine, and Tee that care be taken of 
him. 80 that no inftance can be produc'd * which does 
not come within the Sphere of Chriſtian Charity; no 
fen excuſe « can de aledg d for the e of i it. Every 


ie 90] ahn ane 


* Matt. xxv. 45, 46. 


79 
man without exeeption hath a right to aſſiſtance from 
us; and no Cireumſtances are ſo low but what will 
enable us to give relief in ſome ſhape or another; 
fince our Saviour hath declared that whoever gives a cup = 
of cold water only to a perſon. in diſtreſs, upon the true 
chriſtian principle, a8 being his diſciple; and brother, 1 
ſhall not loſe his reward: Tho! Silver and Gold we 
may have none, yet ſuch as we have, the aſſiſtance of 
our hands, and che compaſſion ef our hearts we may 
give unto him. 
nt log ws 1 1 | | 


Ap when all other means fail us, we have an inex- 
hauftible fource of help in the goodneſs of a compaſſi- 
onate Redeemer. If in the fervor of holy Love, we | 
recommend the deplorable Condition of our diſtreſs d | 
brother to the Father of Mercies, we are ſure to be heard, 
becauſe the BxLOV RD himſelf hath declared, that hf 
hoe ver we ſhall afe of the Father in his name, he will give 
it Us. And why ſhould we doubt that the unexpected | 
relief afforded in ſome caſes is owing to the devout pray- 
ers of charitable Chriſtians ? The Advocate Chri/t Fe efus 
fits at the right hand of God, endued with all power, 
and infinite in benevolence, who hath commanded his 
diſciples to aſk of him with an aſſurance, that if they 
alk in faith, they ſhall receive. If then the ſincere 

1 | Chriſtian, 


[8] 
Chriſtian, touch'd with a compaſſionate ſenſe of his bro- 
ther's miſeries, hutienable to leſſen them by any human 
means, piouſly applies for him to the God of all Conſola- 
tion, it is moſt reaſonable to believe that He who knows 
and rules the hearts of men, may incline thoſe, who 
have ability, to give the wanted relief. At leaſt it is our 
i Duty thus to take one another's ſufferings on ourſelves, - 
1 and to plead the cauſe of the poor, the ſick, the naked 
end the ſtranger in the Court of Heaven. 


CuRISTIANITY, thus confidering the * human 
race, as enter d into a new relation with God, by being 
the brethren of the Zleſſed Jeſus, evidently produces a 
new and a very ſtrong connection between them; ſtrong- 
er than when view'd in a ſtate of Nature. As, be- 
ſides being partakers of the ſame nature, they meet in 
one common Center Car1sT Jesvs, the bond of af- 
fection i is render'd laſting and almoſt indiſſoluble. But, 
in particular, the whole collective Body of Chriſtians 
is confider'd as making up One Housnol p or FAITH; 
united by one relation, govern'd by one Law, purſu- 
ing the ſame intereſts, and enjoying the ſame privileges. 
However they may differ j in externals, whatever parti- 
cularities in the ceremonies of religion, their ſeveral 
circumſtances, or the various Polity of civil Govern- 

| ment 
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ment may have introduced, yet if the FouNDATTION' OF 
Gop IN CHRIST Jxsus ftandeth ſure among them, they 
are all one Body, and one Spirit, and are called in one 
hope of their Calling; — they have all one Lorp, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one Gop and Father of all, who ts 
above all, and through all, and in all.* If one member 
of this univerſal Church of CnhRIST ſuffer, all the 
members mult. ſuffer with it. Let it be at the greateſt 
diſtance from the more noble and vital parts, or em- 
ployed in the meaneſt offices, yet if through accident it 
loſes it's own proper power, it has a right to the aſſiſt- 
| ance of it's fellow- members. 


_ Hence appears the great Excellence of the chriſtian 
Principle of doing Good to others. How plauſibly 
ſoever we may talk of Benevolence as implanted in us 
by nature, and impelling us to acts of Compaſſion and 
kindneſs, yet under the preſent corruption of human 
nature, in fact this general benevolence is ſwallowed up 
in particular connections and more private relations. 
Parties and kindreds, if we acted only by the preſent 
natural. principle, would ſhare that Charity, which is 
ſuppos'd of ſo extenſive and univerſal a nature. Rea- 
ſon is — d to dictate in this reſpect: i. e. The Rea- 
C {on 


gu t 


f Eph. iv. 5, 6. 
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ſon of each Man: (for in this ſenſe Reaſon muſt be 
taken when its ſufficiency is aſſerted to direct Parti- 
culars in moral and religious Duties) But ſurely in the 
judgement of by much the greater part of ' mankind 
unactuated by the ſenſe of univerſal redeeming Love, 
and under the preſent corrupt principle of Self- Love, it 
would appear moſt reaſonable to diſpenſe their charity 
among thoſe, to whom they are in ſome particulat 
manner allied. 


*  Cunr1sTIANITY indeed does not endeavour to extin- 
guiſh the natural inſtincts of benevolence and compaſ- 
ſion. It leaves them to their full Scope; but ſenſi- 
ble of their deficiency, and inability, in the preſent de- 
praved ſtate of human nature, to attain the end pro- 
poſed, gives us a more excellent rule for our direction. 
It enjoins us to regard mankind, eſpecially the wretch- 
ed and afflicted, as the repreſentatives of that Loxy, to 
whom we are under infinite obligations. Here we are 
not left to our own partial reaſonings, w which will uſu- 
ally lead us into error : but the path is pointed out, in 
which our feet muſt tread, and a Light held out to i 

direct us in it. 


AND 


* 


; | ; I. 11 a 


"i D > that 3 may be Wann to * us 10 
xelieve our diſtreſſed brethren, the Example CHRIST 
may teach in this reſpect, whoſe whole life was one 
continued Scene of Charity. Wherever he came the 
ſick and infirm were brought in crouds, and he healed 
them all. Nay in anſwer to thoſe whom John the Bap- 
tift ſent unto him, he gave this as a diſtinctive mark of 
his being the Mes1an ; Go, ſays he, and ſhew Yobn 
again the Things which ye 45 bear and ſee. The blind re- 
cei ve their fight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſ- 


ed, and the deaf bear, the dead are raiſed up, and the 


Poor have the Try preached unto them." 


MoREoOVER to ſecure our obedience, the Sanction of | 
an eternal reward is ſuperadded to this Duty,- This 
perhaps the ſuperficial Caviller may ohject to, as not 
making. our benevolence diſintereſted enough. But if 
he conſiders benevolence in his own favourite light he 
will find it ultimately to terminate in Self-Love ; which 
is then only criminal, when it prompts us to gratify our 
own. appetites at the expence of our Duty to Gop. Self- 


Love tefin'd. by the Grace of Go p, coincides with the 


Love of Gop, with the principle of Duty to him ; and 
E 2 then 


A & Matt, xi. 5. 
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then is the parent of every great and good Action, of 
every thing that can pleaſe Go p, or promote our own 
: happineſs. However blameable we are in referring all 
our actions to the pleaſures and ſatisfactions of this life, 
N yet to be able with an aſſurance of Faith and Hope, to 
look forward to that Day, when CHRIST ſhall come to 
| judge the world, is the higheſt glory and happineſs * 
3 and to direct all our thoughts, words and actions with a 
view only to the reward laid up for us eternal in the 
Heavens is the nobleſt victory we can gain, a victory 
over the world, the fleſh and the devil. To do our 
alms in order to be ſeen of Men, even when it ſucceeds 
according to our wiſhes, can claim only the reward it 
aims at, the applauſe of man, who ig a thing of nought, 
. and whoſe time paſſeth away as a ſhadrw. But it is 
41 a glorious Ambition to hope to be greeted Currgr” 8 
faithful Servants in the Ears of an approving World, 
—to have our ſecret acts of charity proclaim'd in the 
congregation of the Saints in Heaven,—to hear the glo- 
: ified Redeemer himſelf acknowledging us his Bene. 
factors, —and to aſpire after the bleſſed welcome into 
the kingdom of heaven, well done, thou good and faith- 
| ful Servant ; thou haſt been faithful over a few things; I 
1 will make thee ruler over many things : enter thou into the 


(30 4 + 
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Foy of thy Lord. This is an ambition agrechdli to 
the true conſtitution of human nature, and which man 
in a State of the greateſt innocence would have enter- 
tain'd; conſequently the Chriſtian Religion recommend- 
ing benevolence from this motive ſupplies us with the 
moſt excellent principle of Action: a principle, which 
as it is not borrowed from below, is not to be effaced 
by any worldly confiderations ; but being infus'd by the 
ſanctifying influences of the Holy Ghoſt into the hearts 
of all true Chriſtians, has reſpe& only to the recom- 
pence of the reward, which CuR1sT the righteous 
Judge hath promiſed in the kingdom of heaven, 


I 6HALL Now 


SECONDLY, *pply this ſubject to the occaſion of our 
7 meeting. 


Tun excellent purpoſes of the truly charitable Inſti- 
tution, which we are now aſſembled to promote, are 
many and various. The uſefulneſs of InriRMARIES 
in general, and the particular advantages ariſing from 
the n and diſintereſted Regulation of That eſta- 

| bliſhed 


k Matt, xxv. 21, 


= 
— 
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| bliched i in this City might be enlarged upon eter 
it is ſo conſtituted: as to be che channel of religious in- 


ſtruction, at the ſame time that it provides for the cure 
of bodily diſeaſes; ſerving the double purpoſe of turn- 
ing many unto righteoufneſs; and ſo enlarging the 
kingdom of CarisT; and alſo, by reſtoring to the 
Community it's otherwiſe uſeleſs Members, of encreaf- 
ing the ftrength and riches of our Country. It 
might be obſerv'd, that by providing the neceſſary 
means of reſtoring health, and the ſkilful application 


of them, with the aſſiſtaner of a wholeſome and pro- 


per Regimen, the Patient is put in the way of a ſpeedy 


recovery, which under the diſadvantages of Poverty, 


and through the unſkilfulneſs of thoſe about him, he 


| would but very ſlowly, if at all, have experienced.- — 


It might be obſery d, that by the impartial diſtribution 


of this Charity, every objection from the ſuſpicion of 


miſapplication vaniſhes ; and that hereby we have a glo- 
rious opportunity put into our hands of making to our- 
ſetf friends of the mammm of nnrighteouſneſs, and of 
fecuring to ourſelves an everlaſting habitation in heaven; 

but thefe points you cannot but recolſect to have been 


enforc'd from this place with fo much propriety and 
advantage, as to make it unneceffary to add any thing 


upon them. | 
f Ir 
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Ir is incumbent on me indeed to mention a new re- 
gulation, which reſpetts the religious part of, this In- 
ſtitution: I mean the Scheme for encreaſing che Salary 
of the Chaplain, and for diſperſing religious Tratts a- 
mong the Patients. Religious impreſſions are moſt for- 
cible, and religious conſolations moſt neceſſary | in times 
of ſickneſs and diſtreſs, Perſons under theſe calamities - 
ſhould be viſited by thoſe, whoſe function qualifies them 
to preſs home the Truths of Religion upon the harden'd 
ſinner, and to apply i its comforts to the languiſhing and 
deſpairing ſoul, And a little conſideration may. convince 
us, that theſe purpoſes will be better ſery'd by making 
this the conſtant Duty of One, than the occafional one of 
Many. But as the Performance of this Duty requires 
much time and application, eſpecially if we conſider the 
great enlargement of the Infirmary fince its firſt Inſtitu- 
tion, it is very reaſonable that he, who thus miniſters 
in ſpiritual things, ſhould have a proper return of tem- 
oral things, increas'd in proportion to the increaſe of 
his labour. Moreover, to make the Impreflion laſt- 
ing, which the. Patients receive whilſt here, and ena- 
ble them in ſome meaſure to inſtruct their families at 
their return, ſome few religious books put into their 
hands will be very ſerviceable. A Scheme intended for 
| | ſuch 


[16] 

ſuch a purpoſes muſt doubtleſs recommend itſelf to 
all pious Chriſtians, and meet with the deſired Succeſs. 
I truſt, that a Deſire of. promoting the Honour of Gop, 


and the Salvation of Souls, will dictate to us Fre __ 
of contributing to this _y work. Fs © ot | 


But to return. What occurs at firſt ſight 5 regard 
to this charitable Inſtitution, is its Eætenftvengſi. Cua- 
RITY UNIVERSAL is its Motto ; and by being what it 
thus pretends to, it is, as far as its ability goes, a ge- 
neral benefit to mankind ; It being not confin d to the 
| 5 City of Br! aol, or even the Kingdom of Great-Bri- 
| * tain, but is deſigned to extend to all real Objects 
1 from any Part of the world? [See account of Pro- 
| lo apts of the Infirmary. No diſtinction is made as 
| 8 to the Place from whence the Objects come: the only 
| regard i is had to the greater neceſſity of thoſe that offer. 
Were it not for the advantages of this open Infirmary, 
| many muſt have languiſh'd under the tortures of pain 
| and ſickneſs, till legal relief could have been Procured 
| for them; when delay, in circumſtances that require 

immediate help, muſt be fatal, Thus this Inſtitution 
comes in as a kind of neceſſary Proviſion in extraordi- 
nary caſes, and to anſwer the purpoſ' es of unavoidable 
accidents, which cannot be provided for by legal Set- 


tlement. | THis 
1 See PosTSCRIPT. | 


1891. 


Tar Is 1 is more particularly concluſive in 
13 of greater trade and conſequence. Not only che 
Inſtitution of an Infirmary. is peculiarly neceſſary in Tw1s 
CirTy, but it is equally neceſſary that it ſhould be open 
to all; becauſe the extenſiveneſs of our Commerce which 
invites Strangers among us; the convenience of our Port. 
and Multitude of our Shipping, which require num- 
bers of Seamen to be employ d, muſt neceflarily be pro- 
ductive of many Accidents, which cannot lay claim to 
che ordinary relief provided by Law.“ 


Tus the charitable Inſtitution now before us, bo 
not without its private advantages, becomes a public 
Benefit: an Inſtitution well becoming thoſe who pro- 


fels themſelves followers of an afflicted, wandering, per- 
ſecuted JE sUs, who hath commanded us to look on 
thoſe in the ſame condition with himſelf, as his bre- 


thren, and entitled to the compaſſionate regard of all 
who name the Name of CuRkISr. 


Fox Coxcl usiox of this Diſcourſe I ſhall apply my- 
ſelf to ſuch, who are not Subſcribers to this charitable 


D | | Inſtitution. 


* This may be ſeen in the books of the Es from the Numbers of 
Patients admitted under the Article of Caſualties, 


| [18] 
Inſtitution. But how ſhall I addreſs them ? By ſhew- 
1 ing its Uſefulneſs? This is unneceffary.” 'You are all 
| | ſenſible of the great and good purpoſes In nfirmaries in 
| general are calculated to ſerve: You all know with hot 
much Difintereftedneſs- and Inpartiality THAT in this 
City is managed. Vou have no Suſpicion of miſappli- 
cation. Why then are you not Subſcribers? Vou al- 


ledge perhaps, you leave that to perſons of greater abi⸗ 
lities, and think it enough for Thoſe of more moderate 


fortunes to wiſh well to it. But be not decerved,” Gov 

is. not mocked, For -whatſoever a Man foweth, that 'ſhatl 

he alſo reap.” Surely there are few whoſe Circumſtances 

. will not permit a Subſcription to the Tofirmaty: At 
leaſt a little Abridgment of the Superfluities of Life, a 

frugal ſaving of the Expences thoughtlefſly laviſhed on 

| Trifles, would abundantly ſupply the means. And let 
EH me tell them, They would find more ſubſtantial Plea- 
Fig ſure in this Life, excluſive of the reward laid up for them 
| in Heaven, in being inſtrumental to the relief of one 
ſick brother, than in all the Gratifications of Senſe and 
Appetite, let them be ever ſo exquiſite, or otherwiſe 
ever ſo innocent. But if we take the next life into 
the account, what earthly ſatisfaction can be compared | 
to the Glory which ſhall be revealed hereafter? Let 
| us 


” _ a . and. cots. : 
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us carry our thoughts forward to that Day, when all 


| that are in the Graves ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of 


© Gor and come forth: when thoſe who in this Life had 


been the ck, the poor, the naked and the ſtranger ſhall. 
appear before the Throne of the Lamb, and plead in 
our behalf: when the Redeemer ſhall accept their Plea, 
and acknowledge the kindneſs as done to Himſelf, and 
in reward of it put us in Poſſeſſion of our Maſter's Joy. 
Surely ſuch a Conſideration is ſufficient to warm the 
moſt frozen heart with Charity, and incite it, if it has 
any regard to its own eternal Intereſt, to melt into com- 
paſſion for the miſeries of the wretched and afflicted. 


Bur, I fear, the generality think their Concurrence - 
at preſent unneceſſary. A large Capital, and four hun- 
dred Subſcribers, are arguments perhaps with many for 
withholding their mite. True indeed it is, that the 
divine Bleſſing on this undertaking hath given it that 
Succeſs, which the moſt ſanguine Promoters of it could 
ſcarcely have hop'd for. But the approbation of Gop, 
thus manifeſting itſelf, ſo far from being any hindrance 
to its advancement, ought to be conſider'd as pointing 
out to us a Yay, wherein our Service and our. Charity 
will be acceptable to him. The Numbers of Patients 
neceſſarily *. ſometimes Ten or a Dozen in a 


Morning 


[a] 


Morning, and the annual expenees at preſent greatly 
exceeding. the certain Income, are Proofs to us, that 
e wa is der F Wnt acl 


1 us thes not ſtop: ſhort, ly Wedhrem in the 


midſt of fo glorious a purſuit, but go on to make its 


actual. Uſefulneſs as diffuſive, as the objects are umi- 
mited, which it undertakes to relieves, Whatever addi- 
tion is made, we are ſatisfied no. miſapphcation · will en- 


Self; Intereſt to be promoted; All. 


is intended for the 


publick Good. And:We, as: Ambaſſadors from-Crrersr,. 


charge and perſwade you thus 7b make yourſelves friends 


of the. Mammon of Unrighteouſneft: and to-employ the 
Riches:G o p has entrufted to you, as: His: Stewards and 


Diſpenſers ;—to 4p. good, to db in good Works, ready 


to. dillrabute, . willing: to: cammumicute, laying up in ore 
far yaur ſelves a: good foundation: againſt the ume to come, 
that you may lay —— 


No fo G-0.D: the: Father, Gow be So, ant'Gov | 

the Hlbly\Ghoft; three Perſons in one undiorded Tri- | 

nity, be: aſeritid all Honour, wad] Praife and 
„ _ 


Tins] | 


POSTSCRIPTE. 


J Ei1Gc1ovs Sentiments are proper to be excited, 

and religious Duties are neceſſary to be practis'd 
at all times: but in times of Sickneſs and Diſtreſs, the 
things that concern the eternal welfare of men's Souls 
are generally preſs'd upon them with greater advantage 
tharr in health and proſperity. The Doctrines of Re- 
ligion © propos'd to them compaſſionately and diſcreetly, 
« when their condition permits them to refle&without- 

* hazard, will give to the well-diſpos'd. inexpreſſible 
e conſolation ; and to the worſt no more than uſeful 
terror. [ Bp. of Oxford's Sermon before the Gover- 
nors of the London Hoſpital, 17544. 


As religious Inſtruction and Conſolation are allowed 2 
in general neceſſary in times of Sickneſs, ſo they are 


. peculiarly requiſite in Þfirmaries, which are filled only | 
with thoſe, who are in ſuch calamitous circumſtance, >> 
as call for them. Sickneſs introduces a Seriouſneſs of 


mind, and generally awakens Men from their ſpiritual | 
8 ſlumber | 
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8 to a Care for their Souls: and the Sobriety, 


Decency and good Order of Infirmaries are advantages 
proper to be improv'd to this pious purpoſe. The Pa- 
tients > have leiſure to think; are kept copl and low; 
« have not their vitious Companions around them to 
* deride Seriouſneſs, but fellow-ſufferers to applaud it. 
They experience the value of Religion and Virtue; | 
« for to theſe they. owe the tender Care that is taken 
« of them,” (Bp. of Oxford's Sermon as before.] A 
regard to Religion therefore muſt always have weight 
in the Inſtitution of. an Infirmary founded upon Chri- 
ſtian Principles; without which our Charity is ſtripped 
of its better half, that which concerns the Salvation of 
the Souls of Men. 


"Upon theſe Principles, © "at . firſt Inſtitution of 
the Bx1sTOL INFIRMARY, the parochial Clergy 
agreed to attend there weekly by. rotation ; which 
they perform'd for ſome time. - But this was found to 
be attended with many Inconveniences. Unavoidable 
Accidents, and a neceſſary regard to the Duty of their 
ſeyeral Pariſhes often broke in upon their attendance at 
the Infirmary. Beſides, it was thought much more 
proper for one Perſon conſtantly to viſit the Sick there, 
than for many to take a week each for that purpoſe, 


for d this plain reaſon, that as the Patient often ſtays there 
for 
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for ende perhaps, ſo he, who had enqu ir'd Hits | his | 
ſpiritual State, and knew how to apply to him, was fit- 
teſt to attend him either to the time of his recovery or 
death. In caſe of recovery, he to whom he had unbo- 
Tom'd his heart, might put him in mind of the Reſolu- 
tions he had made i in the time of Sickneſs, and give him 
ſuch Cautions and Advice, as might, by the bleſſing of 
Gop, prevent a relapſe into thoſe Sins he had formerly 
been guilty of. But theſe good Ends could not ſo well 
be anſwered, when there was a Succeſſion of Perſons to 
perform the offices of Devotion there. The ' Clergy 
therefore agreed to fix upon One, to attend the Infir- 
mary, to read Prayers daily in the ſeveral Wards, and 
to be ready upon all occaſions to viſit the Sick. And 
that they might hereby lay no burthen upon the Infir- 
mary, they contributed twenty Pounds yearly for the 
Perſon who perform'd this Service. In this manner 
the religious part of this Inſtitution * been nn 
for from its firſt! gs 


| 8 Pom well-diſpos'd Perſons mba "lg upon all 
accaſions. ſhewn a diſintereſted regard for the Good of 
the Infirmary, and have always contriv'd and further'd 
every Scheme that has any tendency to promote it, have 
thought ſome new Regulation might be uſeful in the 
Affair before us. They think, that though raenty 

Pounds 


_ . Ber mightibe.faffcient:forghe Chaplin, when 
there were: only thirty Four Perſons to attend, yet that 
it is not ſo, now chere are upwards of one hundred and 
thirty — that it is unreaſpnable to lay any further bur- 
iben upon the parochial Clergy, many of whom, be- 

ſidles their Contribution to the Chaplain, are Subſcribers 
to the Infirmary and that religious Tracts put into 
the hands of the Patients at their removal from the 
n. 987 have 4 yary good eff on thera. 5 


A to the Augmentation of the Gin Jacome 
every one, I imagine, will agree that when the Labour 
is much mote chan doubled, ſome additional Gratuity 
ought to be given, As to the diſperſing religious Tracts 
among the Patients, every good Chriſtian, who is con+ 

cern'd for the Good of Souls, will acknowledge it to be 

a truly charitable Scheme. Some Books of Devotion 
1 and Chriſtian Inſtruction given them, may not only 
7 have a happy influence on the Perſons themſelves in the 
future Conduct of their Lives, but may be the means, 
under Gop, of bringing their families out of Ignorance 
to the knowlege of the: ſaving Truths of Religion, and 
of rechiming them from vitious Courſes; to a Life of 
Holineſs and Piety. A ſmall Gift of adtnonitory Tracts 
„ chosen fot 3 hen . go away, 
31014 & will 


n 2 35 


* will tend very powerfully 8 Gov $ Blefling, to. -- 


<c perpetuate the Imprefſions, which they have receiv'd. 
e At leaſt we ſhall have tried, what, even in worldly Wiſ- 
* dom we ought.” [Bp. of Oxford's Sermon as before.] 

For the good Purpoſes before mention'd an annual 
Subſcription is open'd : whereby it is propos'd to aug- 
ment the Salary of the Chaplain ; and to lay out the 
remainder in religious Books * 


Trosz who are willing to contribute their Mite to 
this good Deſign are deſired to give their Subſcriptions 
to the Rev. Mr. Davies, Chaplain to the Infirmary, and 
ſubſcribe their Names in a Book provided for that pur- 


poſe. : 
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Sbewing the Nature and Benefit of that i important Sci- 
ence, and the Way to attain it. Intermic id with vari- 
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PEARSALL. The 2d Edition. Price 25. 64. 
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Or, a Companion for Voung Ladies and Voung Gen- 
5 tlemen : : In which their Duty to Gop and their Patents, 
their Carriage to Superiors and Inferiors, and ſeveral o- 
cher very uſeful and inſtructive Leſſons are recommend- 
ed, in plain and familiar Dialogues. With a Recom- 
mendatory Preface by P.*Dopripce, D. D. The 4th 
Edition. Price 6d. 


